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In an address delivered Nov. 18 at the American Chamber of Commerce and Industries in Panama,
US Southern Command chief Gen. George Joulwan said Washington plans to reduce the number
of troops stationed in Panama by between 40% and 50% before 1995. Currently, about 10,000 US
troops are stationed at bases around the Panama Canal. According to Joulwan, the reductions are
part of a plan drafted by the Southern Command and approved by Defense Secretary Richard
Cheney. Joulwan also took advantage of the opportunity to reiterate that the US plans to fulfill all
its commitments under the Panama Canal treaties. Those treaties call for turning over defense of
the Canal and all US military installations to Panama by the year 2000. According to Joulwan, in
compliance with the treaties, the US will turn over to Panama about 34,000 ha. of land surrounding
the Canal, as well as over 4,800 buildings located there. (Sources: Chinese news service Xinhua,
Agence France-Presse, 11/18/92)
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